Thee dining rooem, with the original quarytiled foor, leads stralght out 1o Rowe's contemporary
garden, which had a striking focal point at its end in the form of an outsie fireplace

Biowee's crbep white bedroom B e extenskn contained abiws hed hosme and five nesghbouring haouses

Bring the

outside

Known for making outdoor spaces chic, garden designer
Charlotte Rowe has also used her distinctive signature on
the inside of her London home, says Pattie Barron

ARDEN designer Charlotie Howe i
rencwned for making chle town
pardens fhal have sirdng strucitre asd
lushy planting. Her homs, & fourstangy
louse in Brook Grees that also
comtains her design prectice, has the
same basie stampc fine progortions that are the
inheritance ol a Georglan rown house, and cich
detail that |s the nevitable resubl of much globe-
erofring and souvenir eallaching.
~If a space has pood bones, whether it's indoors
or patdoors, you can't po far wrone” says Rowe,
wha made the move nine years ags from Clapham
back to Hrook Green, where she grew up.
“Everyihing elee is commethe, [ added shutrers to
shiw off (he sash windows, painted the dedgy

small Bt 18 suils Roww jost fne. =1 had a hige
Klichen in my old house im Clopham bub it wasnt
niarly a8 ergotemic as this ane I8 wide enoiagh
for twoof us fo be in bhere cooking sml not step on
o andihor's foot. I've come i roalkss that o large
kitchen, jast for the aake of it, i8 fol necessarily o
o ddea. | inherited this ong and although {t's
nal pir the anits are handmade and have stood
up well aver tkme; all Fve dooe |s swapped wooden
Kncttss for beushed stel.”

What the kitchen does provide is a direcd ronite,
linked by a quarny:tile oo, to the dinlng room,
a5 woll ns o throagh-view o the sireamlined
garden bevand, with it sfriking eal podnt af
m condomgerary oubside Areplace right at the end.
In sammoer — and, thanks io the freplsce, o

‘Because it faces north, the conservatory might be a bit of a useless
space for other people but it's fantastic for me'

terracolin walls in ihe Bving room off-white and
threw & Beausiilal woven siraw rag that T bought
from the Nomads bn Manritanis on o the less:
than-great beechwood foor: The worst mistakes 1
ade with this beass wos chonsing o pale creams
carpel, which gefs absolutely Mhhy Mve had ta
have it slesm-cleanod aboud 10 fimes sinoe |
Eecetighid i Do yedrs ago. Now I'm changing i fors
mare practical bofge cord,

“The ofher misiake was buying cheap bathroom
Eaps, Becaiss they pol furred uwp in monthe, o
sinor imestod |n o docent brand.”

Some people might find the galley kitchen too

offer times of the year foo dififer bu.:"lh
are inclined to spill out froen the dinkng roons to
e panden. “The dining room was originally
paimted red,” save RBowe, “amd Punmily enough,
I've always hait red dining rooms — ped s sape
e £n stimislale the appeiie a8 well 43 conver-
sallon — bt it necded to be white to make an
wsy iransilion to (e ganken.™

The Thirties wooden dining table, comglele with
six chairs, cosi Howe jusi [ when she was 0
studend, bul the heavy woodeis chairs have Leen
parily replaced hy Hehtweight transparent ones
ol the neoclassie Louls Ghost wartety “They're




lr-mnmmmmummu-m-wmmmguummw @ woven fug Bswe Bought Back rom Mauritanls, mor usually wied by Nomads a5 & lining lor their desert tents, covers the fiving room floce

perfct for a small space, they'm surprisingly
comBortahile ared, best of all, | cam take thems ous-
gide o sapplement the garden teaking ™

As In the 1iving room, whero on cenabe cughosend
froits the Guparatl reghon of India, inheriied
ceremonial swords and  Burmeso siatues sdd
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cobour and charocter, Rowe's unlgoe colbectabies
give the plain difing room personality Sk hang-
ings from Cambodin are used as vertical wall
panets, & Bodouln set of shelvws brought hack
from: horocen hangs on another wall and & mag-
milicent Chinese trousseau oupbeard that wsed o
comtain Howe's telovigion sees new 1ifo as a drinks
anl glassns cabipst,

The last cwners bl a leng, ean conservatory
the length of the kitchen, which Fowe uses 2 a
studio for ker ganden dosign praciico: o
First-Moor Bedeoom, painted 8 lively hot pink,
serves as ber office, “The conservatory might be
& hit of & useless sgaco for other people bat 10
Fantastic for me and v assistand, |

Mooe. “Wo coulidn’t get planning permission (nl
tinlly becanse of the period of the house; the
roods are traditional Geoeglan, with no mansarnd,”
s explaing “We appealed, making the case that
this whole are has been bullt up in @ hotchpaich
etyle, amd that we woul] do it 6 o stvle that
would be sympathetic 1o the architecture of ihe
bemsoe, and wa wan the appeal | bl just sald a
henise | had in France & a haliday home, so | had
soame monry 1o get b doe.”

The work, Including decornting, ook ihree
montha, and al the end of 18, Rowe had exactly
whai she wanbed: a rocmy bedroom with plenty of
wairdrobe space and luxurious en-suite bathroom

becanse |t faces north, which 1s the perfect light
feor drawieg.™ she says

Her smartest manve, however, was corralling her
neighbaars living n the five ad@acent howses o
gel togeiber and make & sweeping exlension fpht
alorg thelr roofs s that they all gaired an cxtra
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wilh an oufsige-framed shower and limesions
floor. “Everyone wae contend with & window
b ook out an bl [ insisted on a proper glass door
as well, with millng, sa you can feel as of pou'ne
part of ibe amaring roalop landseaps, 1Es &
wunderful sensation to be oul there among the
chimney tops.”

Living room delights




